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fertility of Johnson's mind could shew itself even upon so small a matter as this. ' Why, Sir, (said he,) I suppose this must be the law, since you have been told so in Bow-street. But, if your landlord could hold you to your bargain, and the lodgings should be yours for a year, you may certainly use them as you think fit. So, Sir, you may quarter two life-guardsmen upon him ; or you may send the greatest scoundrel you can find into your apartments ; or you may say that you want to make some experiments in natural philosophy, and may burn a large quantity of assa-fcetida in his house.'
I had as my guests this evening at the Mitre tavern, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Goldsmith, Mr. Thomas Davies, Mr. Eccles, an Irish gentleman, for whose agreeable company I was obliged to Mr. Davies, and' the Reverend Mr. John Ogilvie1, who- was desirous of being in company with my illustrious friend, while I, in my turn, was proud to have the honour of shewing one of my countrymen upon what easy terms Johnson permitted me to live with him.
Goldsmith, as usual, endeavoured, with too much eagerness, to s/a'ne*, and disputed very warmly with Johnson against the well-known maxim of the British constitution, ' the King can do no wrong;' affirming, that 'what was morally false could not be politically true; and as the King might, in the exercise of his regal power, command and cause the doing of what was wrong, it certainly might be said, in sense and in reason, that he could do wrong.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, you are to consider, that in our constitution, according to its true principles, the King is the head ; he is supreme ; he is above every thing, and there is no power by
1 The northern bard mentioned page 421. When I asked Dr. Johnson's permission to introduce him, he obligingly agreed ; adding, however, with a sly pleasantry, ' but he must give us none of his poetry.' It is remarkable that Johnson and Churchill, however much they differed in other points, agreed on this subject. See Churchill's Journey.
['Under dark Allegory's flimsy veil
Let Them with Ogilvie spin out
a tale Of rueful length.'
Churchill's Poems, \\. 329.] It is,  however, but justice  to  Dr. Ogilvie to observe, that his Day of Judgement  has   no   inconsiderable share of merit.   BOSWELL.
3 'Johnson said : — " Goldsmith should not be for ever attempting to shine in conversation."' Post, April 27, 1773. See also jtovf, May 7, 1773.
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